
OUR FRAGILE HOME: A FESTIVAL OF IDEAS

As part of the Salisbury International Arts 
Festival, Our Fragile Home is a weekend 
of discussion, debate and special events 
inspired by the artistic programme. It will 
consider the fragility of our own planet and 
ask if we are doing too little, too late.

Our Fragile Home is curated by Rebecca 
Johnson, long-time feminist peace 
campaigner and founding co-chair of ICAN 
(the Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons), 
which was awarded the Nobel Peace prize  
in 2017.

WELCOME
Having spent my life working for 
disarmament, peace and justice, I 
feel greatly honoured to be invited 
to curate this Festival of Ideas as part 
of the 2019 Salisbury International 
Arts Festival. 

From seeing that wondrously rising 
blue-green Earth that astronauts 
photographed from the moon in 1969, to tackling the terrible 
threats now posed to our climate, environment and communities, 
we are more conscious than past generations of how our uncaring 
actions and inhumane weapons harm our precious countryside, 
people and planet. 

Focusing on Our Fragile Home, we are bringing together mind-
expanding documentaries and films, music, poetry and discussions 
with nuclear and climate experts, film-makers, poets, song-writers, 
students and change-makers. Our aim is not just to raise awareness 
about the dangers, but to learn from and celebrate the wonderful 
hearts, minds and ideas we have in all of us.

My connection with this beautiful region goes back to the 
1980s, when convoys of US nuclear weapons were driven from 
Greenham Common to Salisbury Plain, while Britain developed 
chemical weapons at Porton Down. Citizen activism by Greenham 
women, scientists, doctors, students and teachers as well as the 
“Cruisewatch” network of local people, played important parts 
in rejecting these weapons and bringing governments together 
to ban them. To avoid our children’s futures being taken away by 
climate destruction and war, now more than ever we need to come 
together creatively and bring to life positive visions of the future we 
want. The Festival of Ideas will help us to understand and save this 
fragile home of ours.

Rebecca Johnson

Wiltshire Council
Where everybody matters

c/o Salisbury Playhouse, Malthouse Lane, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2 7RA

All details are correct at the time of going to print (April 2019) and may be 
subject to change.
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THANK YOU Book online at
www.wiltshirecreative.co.uk
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ZVIZDAL

SING YOUR HEART OUT
Chaired by Rebecca Johnson

Sunday 2 June | 1.30pm 
Salisbury Playhouse, Main House 
Tickets £10 (under 18s £5) DISCUSSION & PERFORMANCE

For centuries, song, music and spoken word have been used to protest 
inequality and inspire social change. Join poet Antony Owen, singer-song 
writer Grace Petrie and film-maker and animator Pete Bishop as they discuss 
the galvanising power of music and words, as well as performing examples 
from their own repertoire.

HEARTS AND MINDS
Chaired by Patrick Bliss

Sunday 2 June | 11.30am 
Salisbury Playhouse, Rehearsal Room 
Tickets £10 (under 18s £5) DISCUSSION

In the 1980s, key films such as Threads and When the Wind Blows helped shift 
public opinion and galvanise the political will that led to a de-escalation of the 
nuclear arms race and the end of the Cold War. A panel including, Iain Harvey 
(producer of When the Wind Blows), Lizzie Minnion (Postcard Productions) 
and Yves Degryse (Artistic leader of Zvizdal) will discuss the ability film has to 
engage emotion and impact political and social debate.

SIXTEEN
Saturday 1 June | 7pm 
Salisbury Playhouse, Main House 
Tickets £10 (under 18s £5) DEBATE

In the Brexit vote, 73% of 18–24 year olds voted remain whilst 60% of over 
65s voted leave, exposing a significant generational divide. If the voting age 
was lowered to 16, enfranchising over 1.5 million people, what impact would 
that have on the shape of parliament and the key campaign issues? A panel 
including Amelia Womack (Deputy Leader of the Green Party) will debate the 
issue with Wiltshire Creative Young Ambassadors.

COLLISIONS

THREADS GRACE PETRIE

OUR FRAGILE HOME: A FESTIVAL OF IDEAS

LINKED FESTIVAL EVENTS YOU MAY ALSO BE 
INTERESTED IN
View full details at www.wiltshirecreative.co.uk or pick up the  
2019 Salisbury International Arts Festival programme.

COLLISIONS
A virtual reality film from the Sundance Film Festival

Friday 31 May – Sunday 2 June 
2pm, 2.30pm, 3pm, 3.30pm, 4pm, 4.30pm, 5pm 
Pop-up city centre venue 
£5 (you will be provided with a personal VR headset) FILM

The Emmy Award-winning virtual reality film experience offers a captivating 
view of Australia’s Martu tribe and their first contact with Western culture 
through witnessing an atomic test.

THE PLAY: 2071 THE WORLD WE’LL LEAVE OUR 
GRANDCHILDREN
Chris Rapley

Friday 31 May | 7.30pm 
Salisbury Cathedral 
Tickets £15 (under 18s £10) TALK

Part memoir, part discussion, climate science professor Chris Rapley 
explores the controversies around climate change and the future we want 
to create.

TIM MARSHALL

Saturday 1 June | 11am 
Salisbury Playhouse, Main House 
Tickets £15 (under 18s £10) TALK

The journalist and author of Divided: Why We’re Living in an Age of Walls 
and Prisoners of Geography delves into our past and present to reveal the 
fault lines that shape our world.

Kindly supported by Christopher and Frances Wain.

ROBERT E. FRYE FILMS
A double bill of films made by Robert E. Frye, former ABC  
News producer

Saturday 1 June | 2.30pm & 5.15pm 
Salisbury Arts Centre, White Room 
Tickets £9 each (or £15 for both films) FILM

A double bill of films from the former ABC News producer. In My Lifetime 
portrays the history of the nuclear era through archive footage; The Nuclear 
Requiem examines different views on how to deal with the most lethal 
weapon ever created.

WHEN THE WIND BLOWS

Saturday 1 June | 7.30pm (84 minutes, PG, 1986) 
Salisbury Arts Centre, Main Space 
Tickets £9 FILM

Raymond Briggs’ animated film about a couple preparing for a nuclear 
attack has become a modern classic.

Introduced by producer Iain Harvey.

ZVIZDAL [CHERNOBYL – SO CLOSE, SO FAR]
A multimedia performance for the stage by BERLIN  
(Bart Baele & Yves Degryse) and Cathy Blisson

Saturday 1 June | 8pm & Sunday 2 June 2pm & 5pm 
Five Rivers Health & Wellbeing Centre 
Tickets £15 (under 25s £13) MULTIMEDIA

A fascinating film and multimedia experience telling the story of a couple 
who refused to evacuate their contaminated village near Chernobyl.

THREADS

Sunday 2 June | 4.30pm (112 minutes, 15, 1984) 
Salisbury Arts Centre, White Room 
Tickets £9 FILM

This BAFTA Award-winning and controversial film asks what would it be 
like in a average British city in the event of all out nuclear war.

GRACE PETRIE

Sunday 2 June | 8pm 
Salisbury Arts Centre, Main Space 
Tickets £18 (under 25s £16) FOLK MUSIC

A fitting close to the Festival of Ideas with folk singer, songwriter and 
activist Grace Petrie – a familiar performer on the festival circuit, with 
regular visits to Latitude and Glastonbury.

FROM GREENHAM TO THE NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE
Saturday 1 June | 1pm 
Salisbury Playhouse, The Salberg 
Tickets £10 (under 18s £5) TALK

Dr Rebecca Johnson, long-time feminist peace campaigner, writer and 
founding co-chair of ICAN, talks about her extraordinary career. With photos, 
songs and extracts from films such as the acclaimed documentary film Carry 
Greenham Home, Rebecca will reflect on the five years she spent opposing 
Cruise missile deployments at Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp, and 
how her work with diplomats to ban nuclear testing and reduce nuclear threats 
around the world contributed to the formation of ICAN, the UN Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, and the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017.

OUR FRAGILE HOME
From Human Threat to Humanitarian Treaty

Friday 31 May | 5pm 
Salisbury Playhouse, Main House 
Tickets £10 (under 18s £5)  IN CONVERSATION

The Festival of Ideas opens with a fascinating look at how scientists, activists 
and diplomats brought renewed understanding of the ever present risks and 
catastrophic consequences of nuclear weapons uses and accidents, leading 
to multilateral negotiations on a groundbreaking UN Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons. Festival of Ideas Curator, Rebecca Johnson, who was a 
founding co-chair of the Nobel winning International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), will be in conversation with Ambassador Alexander 
Kmentt (TBC), who played a key role in organising the Vienna International 
Conference on Humantiarian Impacts of Nuclear Weapons that set the scene 
for the UN to hold negotiations in 2016/17, and Dr Patricia Lewis, Research 
Director, International Security at Chatham House and co-author of the 
Chatham House Report, Too Close for Comfort: Cases of Near Nuclear Use  
and Options for Policy.
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